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A Narrative Panegyrical of the Life, 
Sicknels, and Death, of George Lord 
Biſhop of Derry ; who departed this life 
at Dublin, on Friday the 29" day of De- J 
cember, Anyo Dom. r66 R | | 


rt: 7 

Men, BrethiphGiahd 'Futbers, 
Se N Conformity to the ancient 

SE - ; p a . Fe > 

* pixttice of the, Primitive 
x, Saints, and the continued 
RE Cuſtom of Chriſts Church, 
ANA we arc here mer in this preſent 
Congregation, to perform the Funeral Rights 
due ro the Body and the Memory of the 
Right Reverend Father in God, George, by 
Divine Providence , Lord Biſhop of Derry, 
lately decealed. A Biſhop he was by Divine 
Ordination ; Lord Biſhop, by Royal Com- 
million. This our EL;ſba's double Mantle of 
Honor ; fo well conſiſtent are thele two, A 
A 2 Lord 
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_- Lord Spiritual, . and the Spirit of the Lord; 
File which Spirit of, the Lord, may make the Hg- 
LO nor immortal, and yetnot the Perlon. For ; 
| ſ : that, whereas Men of high Digmty, either in 


T1 Churchor State, are (for their Light and [n- 
fluence) aptly called Stars; I may fay of the 
Right Reverend Perlonage, whole Funeral; | 
Þ! we celebrate : I may fay of him 1n a better | 
[4 ſenſe then Lipſees did of Origen, Stella, ntinan 


% 


1 non caduca ! A Star he was, I with hehad 
bo not bcen a falling one ! But why ſhould ] 
| thus wiſh 7 ſeeing he is advanced by his fall; | 
| for in an happy exchange of Mortality tor | 
F Glory , this Star is become fixt, fixt in the 


Firmament of Heaven , the Society of the 
Blefled ; leaving behinde him on Earth, the 


[1 character of O Haxaziwms, for that he was a 
if Blefied Affertor ' of: Loyalty ; a Blefled 
BY Champion of the Faith ; a Blefled Patron of 
} the Poor ; a Blefied Father of the Church ;. 
"Wl and therefore gow A Bletied Saint in Heaven : 


The memory of whole name ſhall be venera- 
ble: to all Poſteraty 1n the Annals of the 
| | Churches WI orthies. | ; 

| Waving what might be.ſaid of his inge- 
4H | nuous 
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nuous Education ; his Academical Degrees 
and thole eſteems in Oxford, which brought 
lim to Lambeth : Made Domeſtick Chap- 
14in to the then Lord Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, lately Martyred ; ot whom , in the 
Church, and in the Tower; he had a Pre- 
(iident {uitable to his Principles, of being 
aftively zealous, and paticntly reſolute in 
the Kings Caule , and in the Churches Ser- 
vice: Waving all thelc, | begin my Com- 
memorations of him, where 1 firlt cgan 
mine Acquaintance with him ; and thatwas, 
not long atter the Death of Charles the Firlt, 
King and Martyr. 

Our tirſt meeting was in the Fiery Furnace 
of the Churches Perlecutions ( and of thoſe 
things I may {peak the more knowingly , 
Quorum magna pars fitt, as having then a great 
ſhare- with him in thole Sufferings ) though 
indeed fuch was the Power of Divine Pro- 
vidence, reſtraining the fury of thoſe Flames, 
that they {corched not his Garments, nor an 
Hair of his [lead perithed ; notwithſtanding 
he ſtood in the tace of the then prevailing 
Factions, and was daily threatned with Sur- 
Pr1zC 
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prize and Impriſonment. Forſome years, he 
hovercd, like Noabs Dove, over the Waters 
of Contulion ; ſometimes Preaching in the 
Countrcy, and ſometimes 1a the City þ lome- 
times in private , and ſometimes uy/publick, 
as he found opportunity offered to promote 
Picty, and perlwade Loyalty : At length Di- 
vine Providence receives the Dove into the 
Ark; an Houle is provided near F leerftreet in 
London, and in the Houſe an umevor, an up- 
per Room 1s prepared, aiter the manner of 
Primitive Devotion 3 which upper Room 
becomes an Oratory, fitted tor the Preaching 
of. the Word, and Adminiſtring the Sagra- 
ments, with a conſtant uſe of the Pubhck 
Liturgy of the Church. 

And here I cannot but recount with joy, 
amidſt all this Funeral Sorrow , what were 
then the holy ardors of all tervent Devotions; 
in Faſtings, and Prayer, and Solemn Humili- 
ations; Ay, in Feſtival and Sacramental 
Solemnities. O the. lift-up praying , and 
yet ſometimes down-caſt weeping eyes of 
humble Penitents ! O the often extended, 
and yet as often enfolded arms of ſuppliant 

| Vorarics! 
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Votaries ! Upon days of Solemnity, O how 
early and how eager were the Peoples de- 
votions | that certainly , then, it ever, the 
Kingdom ot Heaven luffered V lence: . lo 
many, with Jacob , wreſtling with God in 
Prayer, not letting him go till he gave them 
a Bleſling ; and no Bleſſing would anſwer the 
importunity of all theſe, © but that Soveraign 
Blefling of thele Kingdoms and Churghes 
a King reſtored to His Fhrone,and that King, 
Charles the Second ; reſtoring with His 
Throne, both Churches and Kingdoms. And 
now the Shepherd which kept this Flock , 
even in the midſt of Wolves :; 'that Prieſt 
that then ferved at the Altar, amidſt all the 
variety of State Confuſions, Inſtrufting, Sup- 
porting, and Encouraging , by Precept, by 
Pattern, and by Prayer, it was Dr. George 
Wilde , "atterwards by Divine Providence 
Lord Biſhop ot Derry, the Perſopage de- 
cealed. 

And whereas ſome good Obadiahs did 
then hide and teed the Lords Prophets, it 
was Is care to communicate to others relief, 
what himſclt received for his own ſupport. 
Many 
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Many Miniſters Sequeſtred, many Widows 
Afﬀicted ,, many Royaliſts Imprifoned , and 
almoſt Famiſhed, can teſtihe the diffuſive 
bounty of 1: hand, diſpenſing to others in 
reliefs of Char' ry, what himlelt received of 
others in Offerings of Decvorion. 
Notwithſtanding that Wing of Providence 
which was over him for his protection, yet 
dd he ſometime luffer Surprize and [Imp "rilon- 
ment ; but Nubecula fuit, cito tranſrvit , it 
was a {mall cloud and looh paſſed over ;' and 
if at any time the Periecution was ſo hotly 
puriued, that his mouth tor a while wasſtopt, 
yer even then, ( as Maldonat ſays of Fohn 
Baptift , that Miraculum non fecit, marnum 


fu . Jobn indeed hd" no miracle. yet was 


he hmilelt a great Miracle) lo may I lay of 
this then Loyal Doctor, Concionem non fecit, 
magna fuit ; when he Preached no Sermon, 
yet was he himlelt inthe pattern of Patience 
and Picty, a good Sermon. 

Alter this, when His Majeſtics fafe Return 
(the Univ IF joy of thele three Kingdoms) * 
did at once open the Subjects hearts, and the 
Churches doors to Loyalty, and the Liturgy 
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together ; ; then did the decealed leave his 
private Oratory, in exchange tor the publick 
Temple. And ſure Iam, ſuch was the 
ſtrength of his merit and intereſt: as could 
undoubtedly have procured him preferment 
in England, equal to that he had in Ireland : 
Yet this I know," when he had in his delibe- 
rate choice, whether to acce pt of the Biſhop- 
rick of Der ry, or {ome other of equal Dig- 
nity , that which would have been the Ar- 
gument of anothers refuſal, was the very 
reaſon of his choice , even the dithculty of 
the ſervice 3 as zealouſly intending what 
might promote not ſo much his Dignity, as 
Gods glory ; not ſo much his advantage, as 
the Churches good ; or rather indeed, in the 
Churches good, ſeeking his beſt advantage, 
as having an.eye (with Moſes) to the recom- 
pence of reward. 

And now behblding him taking his leave 
of his London-friends, in his farewel deſi gn 
for Derry, methinks I ſee St. Paul encom- 
paſſed with thole devoted ones of the 
Church of Epheſws, taking his farewel bound 
tor Fernſalem ( A&ts 20. - Some are fighing, 
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{ome are weeping, all are forrowing ; Sor- 
rowing tor this eſpecially, that they believed 
they ſhould ſee his face no more, Sure, the 
g00d Man did here undergo an hard tryal , 
much like that of Sr. Pauls. And had he not 
had an Heroick Picty, checrtully to cncoun- 
\ ter difficulties and dangers, he had certainly 
been entangled with his friends embraces; 
but his love to Souls brings him to Derry, 
where he hath left this teſtimony of honor- 
able fame, That he was faitlitul in his office 
ro God, the King, and the Church. In his 
conſtant Preaching, he ted the Peoples Souls, 
and not their Humors ; and in his Paſtoral 
Diſcipline, he ſtruck at their Pertinacy, not 
their Perſons. He did edificare, but not in 
rainam (in the words of Tertullian) he did 
edifice , but not toTuine, as do too many 
with their editying Sermons (tally fo called ) 
who teach Sedition and S$chiſm, under the 
mask of Religion and Zeal, which the more 
home they Preach, the more hurt they do. 
This we too ſadly know , the deceaſed 
Biſhop, Taper-like, conſumed himſelf to give 
light to orhers ; lo that, to all contemners of 
his 


an) 
his Mimſtry , and oppolers of his Paſtoral 
charge + to them, I ſay, Behold, not the duſt 
of þi>1cet, but eventhe carcaſe of his body 
15 caſt off againſt you. For, tor your ſakes 
ir (as: that his heart became troubled with 
cares, and his ſpirit waſtedavith ſtudies, and 
thereby his body the ſooner brought its 
Crave. 

Attcr, almoſt, five years continuance in 
his Epilcopal charge, as the duty of his place, 
1m fervice to the King and Church did re- 
quite, he repairs to Dublin to attend the 
iirring again of che Parhament, in which 
himifclf was a Peer; and at his entranceinto 
the City, he brought death in his face, which 
notlong atter1cized his heart ; ſome ſenſible 
decays he had, ro which his ſprightly Genizs 
would nor ftoop, but bore up with cheartul- 
nels rill Chriſtmas Eve, intending the jervice 
of Pulpit and Altar, of Sermon, and Sacra- 
men!, at St. Brides on Chriſtmas-day, and fit- 
ting up late in preparation for that intended 
Service, he was ſeized with the firſt Paroxyſme 
of his ſicknels, as a ſummons of Death, who 
now laid ſiege to the Cittadel of his Heart. 
B 2 And 
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And thus though he died not ſtanding in the 
Pulpit, yet he died ſtudying of the Sermon; 
and bleſied is that ſervant, whom his Lord, 

when he cometh, ſhall inde ſo doing. He 
was then upon his duty and guard, when by 
Death encountred ; which encounter hath 
thus far onely prevailed, to a conqueſt over 
che outward man : His pious Soul being on 
the Friday tollowing , tranſlated by the mi- 
niſtry ot Angels from the Militant ſtate of 


Chriſt.s Church ou Earth , to that ſtate which 


1s Triumphant in Heaven. 

Now betore we cloſe, give me leave to 
refle& a while in ſome pertment obſervations 
upon the Lite, and Sickneſs, and Death of 
the deceaſed. ( 1.) In a review, reflecting 
upon his Lite, I oblerve, his days were like 
the Suns revolution, in a continued ſphear 
of heavenly vertues : And that to give you 
a Summary of his Religious converſation , 
were. to do with Chriſtian piety, what Flo- 
rus did with the Roman Hiſtory, In brew; 
tabella totam ejus imaginem amplecii, draw its 
full Portraiture in a ſhort Table ; for in- 
deed he was no Mercurial Statue, to point 
out 


(3) 
out the way, and not walk it himſelf; no, 


but rather he was like the Angelical Star , 
at the Birth of,EZhriſt, which declared 


Chrift born to the Mag/, and went alon —- 
with them to him *; Kaj #&5e 4 edBe5s , \ 17 
the words of St. Baſil ( on Pſal. 63. ) He | 


was a Preacher in Lite , as well as in 
Doctrine 3 in Pattern, as well as in Pre- 
cept. | by 
Again, I obſerve, ſuch were his frequent 
Faſtings and Prayers, that whereloever he 
did reſide, it he had not time and place, 
opportunity and conveniency for Gods pub- 
lick Worſhip , he either made his Chamber 
a Chappel, or the Houle a Temple ; the 
Churches Prayers being ſt] a part of his con- 
ſtant Devotions. 

Again, I obſerve, his Charity that was 
ereatly diffuſive, even into all the Three 
Kingdoms , having his poor Widows, his 
nece{jirous Gentlemen, young "Schollars , 
and puny Catechiſts, all his continued Pen- 
ſioners; ſome in London, ſome in Cambridge, 
lome, in Oxford, ſome in Dublin, fome at 
Glaſcow, ſome at Derry, ſome at Fanghen ; 

indeed, 
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indeed , what place did he ever come into, 
or could well lend ito, that did not taſte 
{ome influence Gi __ Dounty 3 > The whole 
tm of his Charity ( ( belid ds the charge of 
11s Bunjthags ) hath bcc; 1 co:nputed by then 
that bct! now | Ic, $Q9 l. ber annum, And 
obſerve that which {peaks bb: goodnels 
Iu i) Ngenuous , When ne gave any thing 
of his Pure . ina contribution of Charity, 
he gave /omerhing allo ot himilelt un a com- 
pailionate pict y ; ay, and ſomething of his 
Ofjce too, in a Benediftich ar Prayer. 

in the Will which he made, there arc in- 
deed many Legacies, but none to gratifie 
the rich "moſt eve the neceſlirous ; ſome 
indec dare Honorary, fuch as that of his gi- 
ving to the Library of St. jobs Colledge in 
Oxf rd, many of his belt Foliw's, with an 
1c0 /. towards the building their Found 
Tomb: Ay, and that his Charity might not 
dic with him, he defircs in, his Will, that 
whar could be ſpared from the: charge of his 
Funerals (which he ordered to be decent and 
not pompous) might be di{[poled: of for the 
relict of the poor. T hus-the decealed dy- 
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nz in the Lord, reſts trom his labors, and 
lis works tollow him : So that great no 
doubt, 1s Iis gain in Heaven, who is centred 
nto, the joy of Iis Lord ; but ſure I am, 
orc at 15 ours, and the Churches loſs on Earth, 
which thouſands i in both Kingdoms do be- 
; His number of endeared Friends, out- 
Ag that of moſt mens common acquain- 
thee. O how many are ready to ſay of him, 
aken from them by Death, what St. Ferome 
lad of Nepotzan, O, ronlſa ſunt _ mea ! 
0, my Bowels are torn from me ! Ay, in a 
bader accent of forrow; how many are there 
[poor Souls) who cry out, Awvulſa ſunt ali- 
ment, mea 1 Oh, my Bread, my Food , 
Wind lo my Lite is taken from me by his 
 WPcath ! Such was their maintenance and 
| Wuppliesadminiſtred from: his hand of Bounty 
, Fd Love. 

+ | And obſerve, what is not to be buried tn 
+ Wience, his devortions fo zcalous , were all 1 
. £\c!tal Flame, a Virgin Piety , not defied 
4 F'ith the raviſhments of the Fleſh , or the 
@ upuriges of the World ; he had efpouled 
2 Funiclt to Chriſt, and theretore engaved in 
0 no 


idAouzts 


(16) 


no other marriage, then that of his Soul, in 
love to Jeſus, according to that which was 
his frequent and fervent ejaculation, O bone 
Teſi, eſto mibi Feſus ! O good )eſu,bethouz 
Jelus to me! | 

Here then away with that ſcandalous re- 
proach caſt upon Epilcopacy by Schiſm and 
Sedition, as it forſvoth, by ſome ſtrange en- 
chantment and charm , to be made Lord 
Biſhop, were to unmake a good Man, and; 
good Miniſter. Here we ſee that ſcandalou; 
reproach perfectly confuted, and were it not 
too too 1impudent, this and many other de. 
; ceaſed Preſidents, as well as other ſurviving 
examples might wholly filence it. Sure | 
am, beyond all contradiction, we have ſeen 
Dr. Wilde, and the Biſhop of Derry , one 
and the ſame in Piety, in Charity, in diligent 
Preaching, holy Living, hoſpitable Houſe. 
keeping , and all other the commendable 
qualifications of a good Man, and a good 
Biſhop. : 

To draw to a cloſe, refle& we npon the 
laſt ſcene of all his Labors, his Sickneſs, and 
Death ; know then, he having received, not 
long 
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long before, the Bleſſed Sacrament of the 
holy Euchariſt, his preparation for death was 
no ſfick-bed task ; and therefore did he ra- 
ther meet his diflolution, then flic it. He was 
none of thoſe :vugm ar.gewmn, thole ſtrange 
re of men jan'TE <1 YAovTes HMTE Mm mn one ==, 
He lived as one expeQting Death, and died 
as one aſlured of Life. He felt no retinacula 
anime, no pull-backs of the Soul , to hold 
him from Chriſt, either from love of enjoy- 
ing the World, or tear of leaving it : So 
that being in firm Peace of Conſcience, and 
full Hope of Glory, when I minded him of 
the approaches of Death, he did with much 
Patbos of Devotion, utter that our Saviours 
preſcribed Petition, Thy will be done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven. . Ay, Thy will, O God, be 
done (lays he) In hac terra mea—— This my 
Earthly Body, \miting upon his Breſt. 

Again, quickning his Devotion from the 
Myſtery of the Churches Feſtival, Chriſt 
come 1n the Fleſh, as being come the defire 
of all Nations, he patherically broke forth 
In a pious deſcant upon the Prophets words 
concermng the Mciliah, Hag. 2. 7. That he 

\$ was 
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was Deſideratus cunctis Gentibus , deſiderium 


omnium Gentinm, Q) ſumme deſiderabilis, e- 
videncing by che Pathos of his expreſſions 


Thas Chriſt was indeed the cheif .defire and 
delight of his Soul : Which holy Flame was 
kept alive on the Alcar of his Heart, in con- 
tinually renewed Devotions, till his prevail. 
ing ſicknels cloſing his Breath the holy Flame 

mounted up with his Soul to Heaven, there 
ro become Seraphick in Glory. 

Thus (God having granted what he lo car- 
neſtly delired , his ſenſe and underſtanding 
— unto the laſt) in a {weet tuuracia 1n- 
deed, this ſervant of the Lord did depart in 
- peace, without any ſtruglings of Body, or 
of Soul (1 articulo mortis, in the minute of 
his diſlolution_) as having already begun his 
cternal reſt. And well itisI am come to his 
reſt; I queſtion elſe where I could have ſtopr, 
being carried away with love and zcal upon 
lo dear a Subject. 

But now Iam ata pauſe, I remember well 
we are to perform Funeral Rites due to the 
Body,as well as the Memory of che deceaſed; 
lo that I will onely add this, As for you, who 
are 
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are his Friends (and who is not a friend to fo 


eminent a Vertue and Goodneſs, fo excel- 
lent a Piety and Charity ?) Let me prompt 


you to this ſervice, and [ ſhall readily com- 
ply with you in the performance, thar our 
Hearts and Aﬀections may make hima Tomb, 
and our Lives 1n imitation write the Epitaph ; 
and if you pleale, let the Inſcription be, 
thoſe words of the Apoſtle, Chrift is our Life; 
And ſo, when Chriſt who is our life , ſhall 
appear , then ſhall we alſo appear with him in je 


(ory. 


Halleluiah. 


